Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CARACA 02535 1 1 1930Z 
ACTION COME-00 

INFO OCT-OI ARA-10 ISO-00 OES-06 EB-08 TRSE-00 DLOS-06 
SAL-01 L-03 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-00 /042 W 

120806Z 129586/21 

R 111726ZMAR77 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6916 
INFO AMEMBASSYHMEICO 

UNCLAS CARACAS 2535 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, VE 

SUBJ: VENEZUELAN LOBSTER FISHERY 

REE: STATE 047645 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECENTLY RECEIVED RESPONSE FROM VENEZUELAN 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE TO EMBASSY INQUIRY RELATED TO STATE 
A-2381, JUNE6, 1976. 

2. REPLY INCORPORATES COPY OF PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NUMBER 345 
DATED 3 JULY 1974, WHICH SETS FORTH REGULATIONS REGARDING 
LOBSTER FISHING IN VENEZUELA IN THE "LOS ROQUES" AREA, AND 

THE PROHIBITION OF LOBSTER FISHING IN ALL OTHER MARITIME REGIONS 
OF VENEZUELA. THIS LAW, AND A COPY OF THE REEERENCED LETTER 
WILL BE POUCHED TO NMFS. 

3. IT WILL BE NOTED THAT DECREE NUMBER 345 MENTIONED ABOVE 
HAS AN EFFECTIVE DATE THROUGH 30 NOVEMBER 1976. UPON INQUIRING 
AS TO WHETHER EFFECTIVE DATE OE THIS DECREE HAD BEEN EXTENDED, 
EMBASSY WAS INFORMED THAT ALTHOUGH PROVISIONS OF THE DECREE 
CONTINUE IN FORCE FOR THE INDEFINITE EUTURE, NO NEW DECREE 
WITH MODIFIED TERMINATION DATE HAS BEEN PROMULGATED. 

4. WITH REGARD TO OTHER SPECIFIC POINTS IN REFTEL, AS DECREE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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NO. 345 WAS ISSUED IN MID- 1974, PRESUMPTION IN PARA 3-B WOULD 
SEEM TO BE INCORRECT. LOBSTER FISHING REGULATION WOULD SEEM 
TO BE IN THE INTEREST OF GENERAL CONSERVATION OE THIS RESOURCE. 

5. WITH REGARD TO PARA 3-C, THE VENEZUELAN FISHERIES OFFICE 
HAS, SINCE ISSUANCE OF THE DECREE, INCREASED THE NUMBER OF 
LOBSTER TRAPS WHICH MAY BE USED BY THE "LOS ROQUES" LOBSTERMEN 
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FROM 6,000 TO 9,000. ACCORDING TO THE VENEZUELAN FISHERIES 
OFEICE, THE "LOS ROQUES" LOBSTER FISHERY CONSISTS OF "AROUND 
100 FISHERMEN", OPERATING 30 OR 40 BOATS. 

6. LETTER FROM FISHERIES OFEICE PROVIDES, ADDITIONALLY, 

A) SPECIES OE LOBSTER CAUGHT IN VENEZUELA, 

B) 1976 CATCH (122,900 KILOS WITH A VALUE OF BS. 2,139,304) 

C) STATEMENT THAT GOV CURRENTLY HAS NO PLANS TO TRY TO IN- 
CREASE LOBSTER PRODUCTION. 

ASENCIO 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
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Original Previous Classification: n/a 
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Page Count: 2 
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Retention: 0 
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